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Meeting Minutes September 2012 
 
Directors Present: Bob Burns, Rob Pontau, David Cote, Dennis Cox, Chip 
Swan, Steve Johnson, Megan Bates, Shawn Bennett, Mike Claus, Eric Labelle, 
Peter Owen, Chris Bolduc 
Also in attendance: Pete Coughlan & Bob Stevens Maine Local Roads and Eric 
Street from Yarmouth PWD. 
 
1. Meeting called to order: Bob Burns called the meeting to order at 9:05 
AM at MMA, Augusta. 
 
2. Approval of May 2012 minutes; motion to accept made by Rob Pontau 
and second by Dave Cote.  Motion passed unanimously 
 
3. Reports: 

 
Treasurer’s Report:  Dave Cote reported: 

  Checking Acct:  $ 7,271.85 
  Savings Acct:    $19,411.78 
 
 Dave inquired about Dennis’ findings on how much more of an 
investment would the Chapter have to contribute, to make the University of 
Maine’s scholarship self sustaining?  Dennis responded that after contacting 
the University they estimate $5,000 would make the fund self sustain at 
$1,000 per year.     
 
Motion made by Rob Pontau and second by Steve Johnson to make a 
payment of $5,000 to the fund.  Motion passed unanimously 
 
Motion made by Mike Claus and second by Peter Owen to accept the 
treasurer’s report.  Motion passed unanimously 
 
There was also a brief discussion, whereas Dennis will look into the Brian C. 
James Scholarship Fund and see if it is self sustaining at its current fund 
balance. 
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Delegate Report: Eric Labelle reported on the APWA Congress in 
Anaheim he and Mike Bobinsky attended.  Please see his report for all of the 
topics covered. 
 
Motion made by Dave Cote and second by Peter Owen to accept the 
Delegates report.  Motion passed unanimously 
 

Membership Report: Mike Claus reported that there are 192 
members of our Chapter at this time.  There was a lengthy discussion on how 
we could work on increasing our membership, which was a focal point at the 
APWA Delegates meetings as well.  One of the ideas was to update our 
Chapter’s tri-fold flier and Pete Coughlan offered to make them available at 
Maine Local Roads workshops.  There was also a sub-committee created, with 
Chris Bolduc, Peter Owen, David Cote and Mike Claus as members to review 
the tri-fold and brain storm other promotional ideas to increase membership. 
Rob Pontau also included that there is technology available to “help get the 
word out” and recommended our web site as one. 
 

Maine Local Roads:   Peter Coughlan reported that Sandy has now 
been added to MLR full-time; bring his department to 4 plus Phil Curtis.  He 
has been able to publish the Maine Local Roads News again and would like 
ideas for future news letters from the membership.  The 600 calendars are in 
and will be available at the MMA Fall Convention.  Peter shared with the Board 
that there were 56 LTAP Centers and approximately 100 representatives at the 
LTAP National conference in Texas.  Included in their meeting were 
discussions on the MUTCD reflectivity rules, Federal talk on Map 21 and the 
Federal web site “Every Day Counts”. 
 
Motion made by Dave Cote and was second by Eric Labelle to accept Peter’s 
report.  Motion passed unanimously 
 
4. Nominating Committee:  Chip Swan, Chairman reported that the 
committee has contacted all present Board members up for election and they 
all are interested in continuing to serve on the Board.   
Also at this time, the Board reviewed the updated stationary with the proper 
Directors listed and any other information included.  There was a discussion 
on the “Honorary Director” position and its status.  Presently, Guy Melcher is 
the Honorary Director and the Board members are not sure of his interests.  
Chris Bolduc is going to check with Bill Shane on this. 

 
5. Fall Meeting Update: Dennis reported that he has a general schedule 
planned for the October 4, Fall Meeting and will be firming it up today with 
MMA.  He will email the agenda to all Board members. 
 
6. Culvert Law:  Eric Street reported that the process has been hard to 
follow.  In general the manual on culvert installation is being reviewed, along 
with the Forestry ideas on installation.  Committee members agree that there 



 
needs to be a targeted area for “prioritizing” these changes.  Eric reported 
that the next meeting is scheduled for October and that ultimately the 
committee is working towards the drop dead date of April 2013, when a report 
is due to the Legislators.  The cost or funding increase by this change in the 
installation requirements has not been addressed yet. 
 
7. Dig Safe:  Bob Burns reported that it is not clear yet if storm drain systems 
will be included in the proposed mandatory member requirement.  He had 
called, but did not get a straight answer to that question. 
 
8. Other Business   
 
 Steve Johnson reported for Steve Bradstreet that there are 58 
players registered for the Golf Scramble Friday, September 7, 2012 and he 
had 9 hole sponsors.  More players and sponsors are welcomed. 
 
 Brief discussion on having the MCAPWA’s web site updated, Mike 
Claus is going to look into it and include some of the 2012 Highway Congress 
photos as well. 
 
 Bob Burns reported that the vacuum truck operator, Thomas Bliss 
that was struck in an accident while working in Gorham has passed away.  
There was a discussion on recognizing those that pass away while working in 
the “public works” field.   
There was a motion made by Rob Pontau and second by Steve Johnson to 
donate $100 to the educational fund created for his children in memory of 
their father.  Motion passed unanimously 
 
Motion made by Rob Pontau and second by Chris Bolduc to adjourn. 
Motion passed unanimously 
 
Meeting adjourned 11:15 AM 


